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Background
Civil society organisations in the North and the South have diverse roles to play in development policy formulation, aid programming, implementation, evaluation, public education and awareness-raising. The rapidly changing environment is having major implications for the role of civil society in the North and South, their sources of funding, the nature of their relationships and their activities. With globalisation and the increasingly interconnected nature of issues, development policies at international as well as at EU-level have changed significantly, the roles of Northern and Southern NGOs are in a state of flux and NGOs understand that they need to work together in new ways. 
Shaped by agreements and procedures such as the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, Poverty Reduction Strategy Processes (PRSPs) and the Sector Wide Approach Process (SWAP), international development aid strategy is aimed at developing nationally owned participatory poverty reduction strategies. Partnerships between governments and other actors in civil society, the private sector and the donor community as well as participatory approaches which can be used to make governments and service providers, e.g. NGOs, more accountable, are strongly supported. The principles of increased ownership of the development strategies, civil society participation, accountability and sustainability of development programmes and policies formulated in these policies describe the future of development cooperation. 
Such an approach offers Civil Society organisations involved in Sexual and Reproductive Health and advocating for the ICPD Programme of Action to make their voices heard and play a more important role in formulating as well as being involved in development policies and programmes. In order to support this process, it is of utmost importance to analyse this process in depth and to explore possible entry points and channels for lobbying for SRHR in the South as well as in the North.  

The exchange of information and the mutual development of new strategies in the light of the new EU-development aid concept based on Country Strategy Papers (CSPs) and reflected in the 10th European Development Fund, global processes such as the Poverty reduction Strategy Processes (PRSPs), required by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to access debt relief and concessional assistance, as well as local programmes such as the Maputo Plan for action might serve as such entry points. Whereas EU-development aid and World Bank and IMF policies are more generally focused on development aid, participation of civil society and national ownership, the Maputo Plan for Action focuses on the MDG goal of universal access to comprehensive SRH services in Africa by 2015. It calls on African governments, civil society, the private sector and all development partners to join forces in order to achieve universal access to SRH and herewith the MDGs in 2015. This particular emphasis on the important role of civil society can pave the way for more effectively lobbying southern governments to bring SRH in their agenda.
Taking all this in mind, the challenge for EuroNGOs is to 1. identify the “new” channels for lobbying SRHR that arose through the PRSPs, SWAPs, and CSPs policies, 2. to assist southern partners through capacity building, advocacy training and mutual exchange of information (e.g. invitation to conferences and events) in order to use these channels to full capacity.  Additionally, in order to have a sustainable impact on EU policy, it is critical to involve Southern partners in direct policy dialogue at EU level as well as to foster mutual information exchange between the South and the North. Furthermore, EuroNGOs sees it as its task to encourage those members with partners or offices in developing countries to find each other, exchange know-how and even co-operate in the field.
As a leading network for the promotion of SRHR internationally, and with many EuroNGOs members having a long history of working in partnership and solidarity with counterparts in developing countries, EuroNGOs is well placed to facilitate this debate in Europe. The question is being asked at many levels across the network already and requires EuroNGOs to provide a focus for debate.
Objectives

The EuroNGOs Annual Conference theme will ask how European NGOs and Southern partners can mutually support each other in advocating SRHR, the ICPD agenda and the MDG towards their national governments, at EU and international level. It will help us to assess and understand the rationale for involving Southern partners in the activities of the EuroNGOs network and vice versa.
In order to achieve this, it is crucial to analyze the current development policy arena at international and EU as well as on southern countries level, to explore strategies related to the new development cooperation context, to learn from professional experiences, and to exchange best practices aimed at enhancing the cooperation of northern and southern advocacy activities for sustainable SRHR policies and poverty reduction in developing countries. For the latter, members will be asked to provide feedback from their organisations and networks on work with, attitudes to, and expectations from Southern Partners. The Conference will provide an overview of the principles of increased ownership in development strategies and civil society participation, and present and discuss best practices and lessons learned on the many ways in which EuroNGOs members and partners are collaborating with Southern partners. This is also of particular interest in the development cooperation field, since partnership arguments and “twinning” activities have been at the core of the new EU aid strategy. 
In particular, the Conference will strive to:
· Understand new agreements, procedures and strategic instruments in external development aid/development cooperation related to civil society participation

· identify new lobbying channels for southern partners in this new development arena 
· Discuss the possibilities and limits of advocacy partnerships between EuroNGOs and southern partners in the light of the new development arena and identify practical mechanisms and entry points for joint North/South advocacy work
· Share lessons of experience and best practices in forging North/South partnerships and discuss how these lessons can be incorporated into EuroNGOs work and initiatives 

· Discuss how EuroNGOs and other key stakeholders (donor organisations, decision makers, outside networks, etc) can work together to support effective and sustainable involvement of partners in developing countries.
The conference itself will be comprised of: a critical overview of the new political and legal framework for EU development policy; case studies of the involvement of Civil Society in the programming of the CPSs, the PRSPs, the SWAPs and the Maputo Plan of Action at national level; and specific North/South partnership initiatives at national, regional and international levels. It will focus on challenges, achievements and best practices that can be applied, with suitable modifications, to similar initiatives by other organisations in other countries. 

This Conference will be a combination of context analysis, strategy development, training of professional approaches and exchange of best practises. The principal audience is expected to be EuroNGOs members and Southern partners, government officials, parliamentarians, donor agencies, NGO networks and foundations. 

The conference will be organised around four issues:

· Linking the ICPD to reducing poverty and achieving the MDGs (in particular the new RH target and in the light of the midterm of the MDGs)

· EU policy and funding frameworks (strategic instruments, working with parlamentarians)
· Civil Society Participation in EU development policies (CSPs, PRSPs, etc.)
· Civil Society Participation in African Health Policies (Maputo Plan of Action)

Expected outcomes
· New channels for effectively lobbying SRHR and the ICPD Programme of Action in southern as well as northern countries have been identified.
· Therefore, a clear strategy from EuroNGOs setting out our vision and possible actions for effective North-South partnership to advance SRHR in the MDG framework will be set. 
· The expected broader outreach will lead to engaging a much broader audience of NGO partners in the South in the European debate, in order to re-energise EuroNGOs advocacy work.
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