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Background
Already in the 1990s, a series of global conferences succeeded in raising awareness of the fact that population, increasing poverty and the environment are closely interconnected.  These conferences – the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the Fourth World Conference on Women, and the World Summit for Social Development (Social Summit) – arrived at consensus on the actions required to bring about environmentally sustainable and equitable development. This approach - often referred to as PPE (Population-Poverty-Environment) linkages - has been taken up again in the MDGs, the holistic set of objectives to achieve poverty reduction and sustainable development. Out of the 8 MDGS, at least 2 are explicitly referring to SRHR and development, namely MDG 4 on HIV/AIDs, and MDG 5 on Maternal Mortality, which has been recently understood to include universal access to reproductive health supplies. Another goal, MDG 7, is directly linking Environmental sustainability and poverty reduction. 

Recently, the discourse on the consequences of the population growth and its impact on human health, socioeconomic development, and environmental degradation has been strongly revived in public as well as expert discussions. Especially with regards to the reasons and consequences of climate change and the measures to be taken in order to fight “global warming”, many of the present discourses suggest that slowing down population growth in the developing countries would automatically have a positive effect both on poverty reduction in the Global South as on climate change. 

Although it goes without saying that population growth rates are highest in some of the world’s most sensitive ecosystems, including drylands and tropical forests, which are vulnerable to rapid degradation, determining the exact extent, cause and effect of PPE linkages is a complicated task. Case studies
 illustrate that these PPE linkages, already complex in and of themselves, are also intricately linked to broader national and international forces. They show that PPE linkages also exist in regions of low population density and apparently abundant natural resources, when e.g. multinational corporations, assisted by deregulated national economies that give preference to export-oriented industries, hold a large amount of land, and thus forcing poor farmer into forest reserves, where they are forced to cut trees for fuel and to expand agricultural lands.

The same holds true when it comes to the linkages between population, reproductive health and environment (PHE)
. Although evidence shows that linking population policy, reproductive health interventions and environmental management helps improving health as well as economical standard in developing countries
, the issues are complex and also connected to other sectors such as agriculture, education, industry and labor, and a multi-sectoral, horizontal approach will be needed to adequately address them. 

Against this background, it is from utmost importance for NGOs working in the field of SRHR, population and development to find a common ground on how to respond to and stimulate this discussion from a right’s based approach. 

Aims and objectives

In order to stimulate discussion on these issues and to find a common ground on how to respond to it, the European NGOs for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, Population and Development (EuroNGOs), in close co-operation with its member organisation, the European Parliamentary Forum (EPF), are hosting a strategic workshop on “SRHR – Population Growth – Environment – Climate Change”. 

The workshop, which will also serve as a preparation of EuroNGOs Conference and AGM 2008, will focus on providing an overview about current research and discussion about the interdependence between population growth, environmental degradation and global warming, as well as exchange information and on best practices/lessons learned examples from the field.  
Topics to be explored and discussed:

· SRHR as a rights-based approach to population growth

· Interdependence between population growth and environmental degradation

· Does environmental degradation have an impact on SRHR?

· Population growth in the South and climate change – combating the myths and real connections

· Interdependence between climate change and population (e.g. change of migration patterns)
· How to involve women in SRHR and environmental decisions
· Are the MDGs a realistic and obtainable target against the background of climate change and population growth?
· Young people reaching the reproductive age and climate change 

The specific objectives of the workshop are as follows: 

1) to provide an overview of the current “state of the art” expert discussion and research findings on PPE and PHE linkages 

2) to share results and examples about current policies/programmes, at the international stakeholder as well as the NGO level, that are addressing the challenges 
3) to explore the possibilities how to include a rights-based SRHR approach to PPE/PHE linkages, with special emphasis on incorporating gender considerations

4) to explore the interdependence between climate change and population dynamics (e.g. change of migration patterns)
5) to initiate developing a common strategy on how to respond to the “population pressure” as a right’s based SRHR platform with regards to future advocacy and communication strategies, including the identification of common points to be shared with other Civil Society groups (ecological, “age”, women’s rights, poverty etc.)

Small teams will be set-up to discuss approaches, challenges and common grounds. Each team will be tasked with developing recommendations around how to best respond to the issue as a right’s based SRHR platform, and the identification of possible partners from other Civil Society groups.  

Workshop Format

The two-day workshop will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, 15-16 May 2008.

It will be comprised of panel presentations, panel discussions and working groups. The workshop should result in a follow-up strategy (what other Civil Society Groups should/could be approached/involved against this background, e.g. migration, environment, HR, Age, Youth NGOs, and how?) 

The workshop will conclude with the sharing of key recommendations made in the working groups and the identification of tangible next-steps for EuroNGOs members and the EuroNGOs platform. 

Target Group

At the first place, the session will be targeting EuroNGOs members and partners interested in population and development, researchers, and experts in the field. The workshop will generate recommendations and ideas for further action, also with regards to the EuroNGOs Conference and AGM 2008 in Paris. Approximately 25-30 participants are expected. 
Expected Outcomes

· Improved knowledge on current research results regarding PPE/PHE linkages

· Improved knowledge on current (multi-sectoral) development policies and programmes that address PPE/PHE and include SRHR 

· First points for future advocacy actions in the field of PPE/PHE and SRHR are identified, and the way for an informed discussion and the drafting of recommendations how to address PPE/PHE linkages as a SRHR advocacy platform at EuroNGOs conference and AGM, which will take place 2nd and 3rd October 2008, is paved






�See: Report of the International Workshop on Population-Poverty-Environment Linkages, UNFPA, UNEP, IUCS, 1998. http://www.unfpa.org/upload/lib_pub_file/175_filename_PPE_Report.pdf


� Ibid, p. 5 -6: Case studies Western Ghana and Guatemala.


� For more information on PHE, see: Roger-Mark De Souza “An Agenda for Population, Health, and Environment”, in: ECSP Report, Issue 10, 204, � HYPERLINK "http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/ecspr10_C-desouza.pdf" ��http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/ecspr10_C-desouza.pdf�, accessed 18 February 2008


� See, e.g.: Roger-Mark de Souza, ibid;  UNFPA State of World Population 2001: Footprints and Milestones: Population and Environmental Change, � HYPERLINK "http://www.unfpa.org/publications/detail.cfm?ID=42&filterListType" ��http://www.unfpa.org/publications/detail.cfm?ID=42&filterListType�, accessed 14 February 2008; 


Robert Engelman, “Sustainability from the Ground Up - Working on Reproductive Health and the Environment in Communities”,  � HYPERLINK "http://www.populationaction.org/Issues/Population_and_Environment/Sustainability_from_the_Ground_Up/Summary.shtml" ��http://www.populationaction.org/Issues/Population_and_Environment/Sustainability_from_the_Ground_Up/Summary.shtml�, accessed 15 February 2008.
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