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 “SRHR – Population – Environmental Degradation – Climate Change”
Strategic EuroNGOs Workshop, hosted by EPF, 15-16 May 2008

Istanbul, Turkey

Summary of Workshop Outcomes and Key Findings
In order to stimulate a first discussion on the opportunities and challenges to integrate environmental and climate change issues in our right’s based SRHR advocacy in Europe, the European NGOs for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, Population and Development (EuroNGOs), in close co-operation with its member organisation, the European Parliamentary Forum (EPF), organized a strategic workshop on “SRHR – Population Growth – Environment – Climate Change” linkages. 

The 2-days workshop, which also served as a preparation for EuroNGOs Conference and AGM 2008, focused on providing an overview about current research and discussion about the (possible) interdependence between SRHR, population patterns, environmental degradation and global climate change, the ethical implications to link these issues, as well as an exchange of information and of best practices/lessons learned examples from the field. 
The event, which brought together 32 SRHR, environmental and humanitarian aid experts from the EU member states, the USA, and African countries, was governed by lively and thought-provoking discussions. The key findings and suggestions of this workshop will be used as a basis for and taken over to the EuroNGOs conference and annual general meeting 2008 in October in Lyon, France.
The outcomes of the workshop can be summarized as such:
1) knowledge of participants about the complex and many linkages between SRHR, population and environment issues has been enhanced considerably
2) lively discussion about the challenges and opportunities of using the link between population growth and environmental degradation/climate change in advocacy aimed at improving RH services has been initiated
3) new and promising contacts to environmental and humanitarian organizations have been established and the dialogue with them has been started
4) from the on-going discussions and suggestions for follow-up formulated at the end of the workshop, it can be presumed that the key findings will be followed up by at least some of the NGOs represented at the workshop, and suggestions will be taken up and integrated in respective strategies
Key Findings
Many workshop participants, especially many representatives from the European SRHR community agreed that we have to be very careful to make a too simplistic link between population and climate change, given the fact that 
a) simplifying the linkages could easily pave the way for wealthy nations to shift the focus away from greenhouse gas emissions and unsustainable consumption patterns by suggesting that slowing down population growth in the developing countries would reduce the causes and effects of climate change, and 

b) the mistakes made in the history of population/family planning such as coercive family planning and forced sterilization are still vivid in the minds of many, and when engaging in population and climate change discussions, we must make very sure that a right’s based approach that respects and protects the rights of the individual as well as the support for the women’s health movement for SRHR are retained.
Nevertheless, there was common agreement among workshop participants that the linkage between population, environmental degradation and climate change does exist, and that it is not per se incompatible to advocate a nuanced, and still to be further elaborated, policy response to the arising population issue of population and climate change/environmental degradation.

Against this background, the following challenges and opportunities for our advocacy work have been identified and suggestions for further steps/follow-up formulated:
Challenges
· To be careful not to establish contacts with impropriate groups, which would lead to a loss of credibility

· To take into account the differences between climate change and environmental degradation – climate change might be more a northern concept, environmental degradation more a southern one
· Funding may decline, since funds may go more to environmental orgs

· Bridging the gap between the population, environment and SRHR sectors – substantial need to know each other and to address the issues without fear
· Knowledge about the linkages, especially when it comes to the linkages between population and climate change, still very scarce – much more information needed for appropriate messaging and to adequately address target groups such as donors and policy makers
· Does consumption fit into our mandate?
· need to avoid usual SRHR jargon in order to avoid a misunderstanding of the concepts of “Family Planning” and “Population”, but rather use other terms such as “millions of”, “RH services”, “the right to decide freely on the number and spacing of children”, “providing access to contraception” etc.

· There are different time scales to solution – a rather large scale for population, and a very short time scale for environmental/ climate change issues

Opportunities: 
· There is growing interest on climate change and population issues among donors, policy makers and the development cooperation community. 
· This interest can be used to open up to other communities, (especially environmental orgs), including youth groups. This may lead to a greater NGO policy of collaboration, and may also attract more and different donors. No one is hurt by reducing unwanted pregnancies – if we are focusing on unwanted family planning this is a win-win game
· Integrated population and environment programmes are a good entry point for SRHR in many countries of the Global South. People suffer directly from the impacts of environmental degradation, and family planning show positive effects both on their quality of life as well as on fighting environmental degradation
Suggestions for follow-up for advocacy within the EuroNGOs network and member organisations
· To act as a watchdog on IPCC scenarios – do they take population, what is the message?
· To link the issue to the economic costs – more research must be done on this, but family planning may be a much cheaper way to minimize the effects of environmental degradation and in some respects even of climate change 
· To initiate a survey within the network, aimed at discussing the risks and gains in establishing partnerships with environmental and a broader NGO community, including the following items to balance:
· Strategic Framework/Scope of work

· Legitimacy

· Influence

· Local environment (political, moral etc.)

· Audience

· Efficiency

· Positioning at a broader scope

· Messaging capacity

· Expertise and skills

· To produce something tangible, a report of fact sheet about the linkages that can be used in our advocacy work
· Due to the fact that family planning has very different connotations in different countries, it may be a good idea to make a survey on what family planning means for people all over the world in order to bring over our rights-based message in a correct way
· To advocate towards governments to invest in research analysis

· To find out which international events could we link up to and how to link this, like ICPD+15, the MDGs, the international climate change conferences
· To advocate for more research on the linkages – but also, to look at current research in the various sectors to drive information for advocacy until new research findings are available
· to focus on promoting local projects in order to see what can be done on the ground
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